Factsheet 5
Land management
series

Edge habitats including hedges, arable margins, ditches and banks can be a haven
for bumblebees, providing vital forage and nesting habitats. Sensitive management
of these areas will help to connect larger habitat patches and sustain healthy
bumblebee populations, boosting pollination and crop yields.

Key facts:

Funding available: England, Wales,
and Scotland
Sustainability: Long-term option

Edge habitats are particularly important in
providing forage plants at the start and end of the
bumblebee nesting season, when grassland areas
are being grazed or have been cut, leaving few
other sources of flowers. They also provide vital
connectivity in the landscape.

Hedgerows, hedgebanks and ditches also often
have cultural heritage, landscape and historical
value, as well as supporting a wealth of wildlife.
Hedgerows bring other benefits in preventing soil
loss and reducing pollution. They also have the
potential to regulate water supply and to reduce
flooding. Likewise, ditches are often key to
managing the water table and offer significant
value for aquatic wildlife as well as plants and
animals that live on the ditch sides.

Almost all of the UK’s 20+ species of

bumblebee are thought to have
declined in range or

M, abundance. Bumblebees

\ are hard-working and

"\ versatile pollinators and

hence provide an

important service to

\ agriculture. They are

also key in

maintaining our

¥ biodiversity, as so

many wild plants

depend upon them for

pollination.
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For more information on bumblebees please visit

Suitable for: All edge habitats
Upkeep: Varied
Habitat quality: High - very high
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Bumblebees need pollen- and nectar-rich flowers to
visit throughout their nesting season (March to
mid-September). Edge habitats are particularly
important at the beginning of the season, when
queens are emerging and need to feed but many
grassland habitats are still being grazed. Likewise,
once flower-rich grasslands have been cut for hay
or grazed at the end of the summer, it is the edge
habitats that often sustain bumblebee populations
through until the end of the life cycle, allowing new
queens to fatten up before hibernation.

Edge habitats can also offer very important nesting
and hibernation sites, providing relatively sheltered
and undisturbed conditions with plenty of nest
building materials and abandoned rodent holes as
potential nest sites.

It is important not to cut hedges
or trample hedge-bases between
1°* March and the end of
September, as they not only
provide vital flowers throughout the
spring and summer, but are also often
popular nesting sites for bumblebees. This will also
ensure nesting birds are not disturbed. Hedgerow
trees and shrubs, especially willows, cherry
hawthorn and blackthorn, can themselves provide
important forage for emerging bumblebee queens
in Spring, when few other flowers have appeared.

Leaving a hedge uncut for 2-3 years will encourage
a much greater range of wildlife. Try to rotate
hedge-cutting around your farm so that there are
always some uncut hedgerows each year. Varying
time of cutting - cutting some in Autumn and some
in Spring - can also help to provide a greater
variety of habitats and ensure that some nesting/
hibernation habitats are left undisturbed.
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Ditch sides and banks can provide very valuable
habitat for bumblebees, where they are free from
chemical inputs and allowed to flower over summer
months. Rotational management is vital. Avoid
cutting and/or dredging between March and August
and ensure clearing is carried out in sections on
only one side in any one year. This will ensure
some uncut vegetation remains at all times during
the bumblebee nesting season.

Arable margins can be used to create additional
edge habitats to help wildlife and boost pollination
and natural pest control. Please refer to our arable
margins factsheet (No. 6 in BBCT’s Land
Management series) for more information.
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If you are in an agri-environment scheme you must also discuss any changes in management with your Natural England adviser

Funding (England):

: Entry Level Stewardship
: EB1/EB2 Hedgerow management
- (both/one side) 22/11 points per 100m

Banks in grasslands often support more wildflowers
than the flatter areas, having escaped chemical
fertiliser and more frequent cutting under silage
management. Sensitive management can maintain
and increase diversity in these areas and we can
provide advice on this. Similarly, leaving an uncut
strip on one edge of a meadow, which is rotated
each year, provides forage later in the season when
the rest of the field has been cut.

In many coastal areas the grassland that grows on
the seawall provides a fantastic continuous strip of
bumblebee habitat. It is important that, similarly to
ditches, these area are cut rotationally in sections
to ensure forage is provided until the end of the
bumblebee season.

Implementing good management can sometimes
be sufficient to increase the diversity of flowers that
your edges support. However, you may need to
introduce key species such as woundworts, dead-
nettles, knapweed and foxglove. BBCT can provide
advice on this and in some cases can help with the
costs of wildflower seed, so please get in touch.
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Rotational management of all edge habitats
provides the best support for bumblebees. By

managing different edges at different times or in
different years you can produce a wide variety of
habitats for foraging and nesting bumblebees.

: EB3 Enhanced hedgerow management (both
- sides only) 42 points per 100m

: EB3 Stone-faced hedgebank management (both
: sides/one side) 16/8 points per 100m

- EB6/7 Ditch management 24/8 points per 100m
Used for field boundary ditches to establish both
. a varied bank-side and aquatic vegetation and
undisturbed wildlife habitat adjacent to the ditch.

EB8/9/10 Combined hedge and ditch
: management 38/26/56 points per 100m

: Higher Level Stewardship
- HB11/12 Management of hedgerows of very
- high environmental value (both

. sides/one side) £54/27 per 100m Used
for maintaining hedgerows that

. support target species of farmland

- birds, insects or mammals.




